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ROADTRIP 
The Eastern women’s basketball 
team set out on a three game road 
trip. They take on Western 
Saturday. 
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RAILSPLITTER RIVALRY 
The Eastern men’s basketball team  
is set to take on the Leathernecks in a 
battle for the “Old Railsplitter” trophy 
Saturday.
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OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Terr, played by Autumn Frykholm, a junior secondary English major, discusses the death of her husband with Tom, played by Cullen Scurlock, a 
sophomore chemistry major, during a practice for the play “After” in the Doudna Fine Arts Center Thursday night.
Hit the stage
By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_news 
Workgroup No. 3, enrollment 
management, acknowledged the need 
for improving transfer and non-tra-
ditional student registration, recruit-
ment and evaluation efforts after lis-
tening to suggestions from staff mem-
bers during its meeting Thursday. 
The members agreed on recom-
mending Eastern creating its own 
Workgroup to “improve and expedite 
new transfer student processes.”
Stone said the workgroup will in-
clude recommending hiring more 
evaluators who will make sure artic-
ulation is done correctly and combin-
ing different departments into one 
Workgroup to troubleshoot any fu-
ture dilemmas. 
These recommendations came after 
hearing the issues the university can 
have with recruiting transfer students.
Justin Tierney, transfer admissions 
counselor, said Eastern runs the risk 
of losing transfer students because 
students wait to register for classes 
months after they have been accepted. 
“That six weeks we’ve told them 
you can’t register this week, we need 
you to come to our next date in May, 
June or July, that’s more time other 
schools could recruit them because 
they are not here yet,” Tierney said. 
“That’s where I get frustrated-is by the 
timing. We are in an enrollment cri-
sis; we have got to get them commit-
ted here.” 
The current system allows for stu-
dents to have an academic advising 
session once they have chosen an ori-
entation date. 
Once orientation dates are set, 
transfer students can decide which 
day works best for their schedule and 
if they would rather have an online or 
in-person session. 
Transfer coordinator Rita Pearson 
said it would be beneficial for trans-
fer students to have earlier academic 
advising appointments so they will be 
prepared for late registration in Feb-
ruary.
“Maybe we do something new, 
something cutting edge so we can 
get the students in the funnel faster 
or getting them excited about EIU 
and have them register even earlier. In 
EIU it starts late February, academic 
advising, trying to get them connect-
ed to the department earlier and line 
up for classes when registration does 
open,” Pearson said. 
Kimberlie Moock, director of ori-
entation for the Office of New Stu-
dent Programs, said she agrees with 
changing the timeline so it can be 
more convenient for transfer students, 
but it will entail cooperation with ac-
ademic advisers throughout campus. 
Group 
considers 
transfer 
students
No. 3, page 5 
Workgroup No. 7 
speaks with faculty, 
department chairs; 
programs for 4th 
recommendation
SIDEBAR | THE PROCESS
By Cassie Buchman 
News Editor | @cjbuchman
Several members of Workgroup 
no.7, looking at academic programs, 
detailed the process and steps they 
took in their recommendations for 
the vitalization project.
In an interview with The Daily 
Eastern News, Workgroup chair Cindy 
Rich said the group knows some peo-
ple have implied that the group did 
not discuss every recommendation.
“They have an issue with that, but 
our charge was to come up with a list 
of recommendations but all majori-
ty and minority opinions,” Rich said. 
“So there was no reason to even de-
bate it, or have a long discussion, be-
cause every one of our voices count-
ed.”
Much of the work the group did 
was done independently, with the 
members looking at the available data 
and sharing their commentary on no-
tecards to be put in the report.
Workgroup member Michael Mur-
ray, director of development at the 
Neal Welcome Center, said the group 
did not have to come to a consensus.
Joyce Schumacher, accountant 
three, said the group members were 
also not supposed to convince other 
members their recommendations were 
right.
“All of us were free to talk to any-
one we wanted to department chair, 
faculty member, and when we came 
back with our comments and com-
piled them all in a big document,” 
Rich said. “We were able to get a lot 
more done that way working inde-
pendently then we all came together 
with that and that’s what we based the 
recommendations on.”
With eight people reviewing 99 
programs, Schumacher said it would 
be hard to have them do that in four 
weeks time, especially when they are 
still expected to do their full-time 
jobs.
“There just weren’t enough hours 
we could meet,” she said.
Emails obtained by the Daily East-
ern News through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request show that mem-
bers used multiple reports and spread-
sheets on enrollment, including data 
on the Illinois Board of education.
Workgroup no.7 
talks process, steps
Sidebar, page 5 
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @DEN_News
Workgroup no. 7, looking at aca-
demic programs, gave feedback on 
the meetings they had with the de-
partment chairs whose programs were 
recommended for deletion, consoli-
dation or outsourcing at their meet-
ing Thursday. These programs were 
journalism, pre-engineering Africana 
studies, special education and philos-
ophy. At their last meeting, they talk-
ed about the music program.
Each department was only sup-
posed to submit a one-page response 
defending their program. 
Business professor Scott Stevens, 
and medical insurance manager An-
gie Campbell met with the depart-
ment chair of journalism and a pro-
fessor from Africana Studies. 
Stevens said both were well pre-
pared and he believes every one of 
those programs is a quality program. 
He said he was surprised about 
the different programs. For example, 
during Steven’s meeting with sociol-
ogy professor Vernon Woodley, who 
teaches Africana Studies, Woodley 
said if the program were to be con-
solidated with another department, it 
would be better aligned with history 
than with sociology. 
Stevens and Campbell said Wood-
ley’s vision was to create a sort of in-
terdisciplinary major that combined 
programs such as Africana studies, 
Women’s studies and even Arabic 
Studies to offer a sort of cultural or 
ethnic studies program. 
Stevens said Woodley cited a study 
stating that businesses were looking 
for people with cross-cultural skills. 
Programs, page 5 
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By Samuel Nusbaum
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs 
passed a new criminology major and 
changed the name of the chemistry 
department to chemistry and bio-
chemistry at their meeting Thurs-
day.
Darren Hendrickson, the chair of 
the sociology department who in-
troduced the major, said the idea 
for a criminology major came from 
students asking if it was offered at 
Eastern. 
He said while the department 
does not currently have the major 
they do have an interdisciplinary 
minor. The major will also be inter-
disciplinary.
Hendrickson talked about a pair 
of new courses, Criminology The-
ory and Contemporary Topics in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
which will be offered for the major.
Hendrickson said Contemporary 
Topics in Criminology and Crim-
inal Justice will be the capstone 
course for the major.
Criminology Theory focuses on 
why suspects commit the crimes 
they do and their thought process.
Contemporary topics in Crimi-
nology and Criminal Justice focus-
es on modern topics in criminology 
and criminal justice.
Hendrickson also asked for the 
Social Movements, Crowds and Vi-
olence class to get an online option. 
The course analyzes social move-
ments and their participants, as well 
as behavior and the violence that 
can come with the movements.
The reasoning behind the class 
having an online option is that 
more off-campus students and stu-
dents with work schedules which 
would conflict with a course meet-
ing time could take it. 
Biochemis t r y  profe s sor  Go-
pal Periyannan, argued in favor of 
the chemistry department’s name 
change.
Periyannan said a lot of students 
and potential students are interested 
in biochemistry, but when they look 
for classes or for a biochemistry ma-
jor, there are none to be found, so 
the name should be changed to the 
department of chemistry and bio-
chemistry. The name change passed 
unanimously. 
Sally Renaud, chair of the jour-
nalism department, talked to the 
CAA about revising the require-
ments for the journalism minor to 
make the amount of credit hours 
needed 18. The number of hours 
currently needed is 25.
 “So many of our minors come 
from student media so then the idea 
is they can genuinely choose the 
classes that fit their specific inter-
ests,” Renaud said.
 
Samuel Nusbaum can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at scnusbaum@eiu.edu.
CAA approves criminology major
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 
— Universit ies  and col leges in 
several states are considering la-
beling themselves "sanctuary cam-
puses" amid fears from immigrant 
students and pressure from activ-
ists following the election of Don-
ald Trump.
College administrators in New 
Mexico — the state with the high-
e s t  percentage  o f  Lat ino  re s i -
dents— are looking into propos-
als that would grant immigrant 
students living in the country il-
legally protections while they pur-
sue their studies.
Meanwhile, advocates in Cal-
ifornia, Georgia, Il l inois,  Min-
nesota  and Texas  a re  pre s s ing 
their state and private universi-
ties to provide sanctuary to these 
immigrant  s tudents ,  known as 
DREAMers.
Trump's alma mater — the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania — even 
has renewed its pledge to block 
federal agents without a warrant 
from removing students in the 
country illegally.
Students and professors at Uni-
versity of Illinois campuses are cir-
culating petitions to make their 
schools sanctuary campuses. One 
such group in Chicago gathered 
more than 1,700 signatures and 
turned them over to school lead-
ers.
A Nevada educat ion phi lan-
thropist also is pushing for UNLV, 
College of Southern Nevada and 
Nevada State College.to declare 
themselves sanctuary campuses.
The  movement  comes  a f t e r 
Trump promised to end an execu-
tive order that granted temporary 
status to immigrant students liv-
ing in the country illegally. Dur-
ing his campaign, he also prom-
i sed  to  l aunch a  "depor ta t ion 
force" and withhold federal fund-
ing from sanctuary cities.
Trump has not said anything 
about sanctuary campuses.
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St i l l ,  New York ' s  Columbia 
Univers i ty recently announced 
plans to offer sanctuary and fi-
nancial support to immigrant stu-
dents. And last month, Wesleyan 
University President Michael Roth 
said the Connecticut school would 
be a sanctuary campus and would 
not voluntarily help the federal 
government deport students. On 
Thursday, Connecticut College 
President Katherine Bergeron an-
nounced that her institution also 
would be a sanctuary campus.
The specifics of advocates' sanc-
tuary demands vary. Some are ask-
ing colleges not to cooperate with 
federal authorities on immigrant 
issues, while others want admin-
istrators to block federal immi-
gration authorities from searching 
campuses.
Universities exploring 'sanctuary' status
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Abortions would be banned af-
ter 20 weeks under a bill that Re-
publican lawmakers hope to pass 
Thursday and add to legislation 
already on its way to GOP Gov. 
John Kasich that would prohibit 
abortions once a fetal heartbeat is 
detected.
A  Ho u s e  c o m m i t t e e  v o t e d 
Wednesday night to pass the 20-
week ban, which now heads to 
the full House for consideration 
Thursday.
That  fo l lows House approv-
al Tuesday night of the so-called 
heartbeat bil l ,  clearing the way 
for what would be one of the na-
tion's most stringent abortion re-
strictions.
That legislation would prohib-
it most abortions as early as six 
weeks into pregnancy after the 
first detectable heartbeat.
Kasich, an abortion-rights op-
ponent, has previously voiced con-
cerns about whether such a move 
would be constitutional. He has 
not said whether he plans to sign 
the measure.
State Senate President Keith Fa-
ber, a Republican from Celina, 
said the twice-defeated bill came 
back up again because of Repub-
lican Donald Trump's presidential 
victory and the expectation he will 
fill Supreme Court vacancies with 
justices who are more likely to up-
hold stricter abortion bans.
Asked if he expects the Ohio 
proposal to survive a legal chal-
lenge, Faber said: "I think it has a 
better chance than it did before."
The ban would make an excep-
tion if the mother's life is in dan-
ger but not in cases of rape or in-
cest, he said.
Ohio House Committee passes abortion bill
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Graduating?
LAST CALL, LAST DAYS FOR
SENIOR PORTRAITS!
It may seem hard to believe, but this 
milestone is rapidly approaching:                      
Commencement!
Make sure that your years of study 
and hard work are remembered in 
the 2016-17 EIU Warbler.
Senior portraits are FREE and may be 
booked at:
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
Use Panthers for your client ID
Book your appointment now!           
Sessions will be held       
2522 Buzzard Hall, Journalism 
Conference Room
Jan. 9-13, 9am-5pm
By Chrissy Miller
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
With winter break right around 
the corner, students are getting in 
the holiday spirit and anticipating 
a few weeks away from schoolwork.
Laura Renken, a freshman ele-
mentary education major, said cre-
ating her own glowing Christmas 
sweater made the holidays feel clos-
er. 
Renken said her sweater deco-
rations were inspired by her favor-
ite Christmas mug, which has the 
words “Santa’s back!” with a picture 
of the back of Santa on it.
“Over  Chri s tmas  break,  I ’m 
planning to eat as many Christmas 
cookies as I possibly can and spend-
ing time with friends and fami-
ly,” Renken said. “I’m really look-
ing forward to Christmas Eve at my 
grandma’s house. We all live right 
in a row, so my grandparents are 
able to spend Christmas day with 
us.”
Renken said her favorite part of 
the holiday is a tie between food 
and family.
“I feel like I’m more excited this 
year and more focused on the fam-
ily aspect of Christmas,” she said. 
“In the past, it was more about 
what I was going to get and now it’s 
more about (how) I get to go home 
and be with the people I love.”
Renken said snow would really 
make her holiday season complete.
“I live south of here so we don’t 
get a lot of snow,” Renken said. 
“I’m not asking for a blizzard; I’m 
just asking for it to snow because it 
looks prettier.”  
Alexius Spence, a freshman bio-
logical sciences major, said giving 
back is her favorite part of the hol-
iday season. This year she cannot 
wait to spend time with her fami-
ly and continue their “Secret Santa” 
Christmas tradition.
“We always pull a name and then 
we surprise whoever we got with a 
gift,” Spence said. “We have a big 
family so we never know who got 
who.”
Spence did not wait to get back 
home to start celebrating for the 
holidays, though.
Recent ly,  she  he lped  c rea te 
Christmas ornaments at a nursing 
home and volunteered at “Breakfast 
with Santa,” running the activities 
for visiting children McAfee Gym. 
Still, she said she cannot wait to 
go home and eat.
“Here, you can’t eat how you 
want to. Back at home, there are all 
those home-cooked meals. I love to 
eat those and I’m really looking for-
ward to it,” Spence said.
Natalie Fadden, a freshman com-
munication disorders and sciences 
major, said seeing her friends and 
baking cookies will be the high-
lights of her break.
“Me and my family always ded-
icate one day to cookie baking,” 
Fadden said. “We al l  go to my 
grandma’s and bake like six differ-
ent types of cookies. Oatmeal choc-
olate chip is definitely the best. It 
changes your life.”
Fadden said she misses her tra-
dition of watching the “25 days of 
Christmas,” a television program 
with 25 days of holiday-themed 
movies and shows and volunteering 
at the animal shelter near her house 
with her sister.
“I didn’t get to help put up the 
Christmas tree and I missed my 
puppy’s first snowfall,” Fadden said. 
“There is always Snapchat and pic-
tures, and it’s nice getting to spend 
the holidays with new people. So, 
there are positives and negatives.”
Ean Watson, a sophomore civil 
engineering and physics major, said 
quality time with family and relax-
ing will be his main focus for break.
“Whenever we have a prolonged 
time together, we usually go and 
travel to a different part of the state 
to see what is rustling and bustling 
around town,” Watson said.
Watson said he is looking for-
ward to going to festivals with his 
parents this year.
“Each year I learn to appreciate 
them more and more for who they 
are,” he said. “Before college, the 
holidays weren’t that big of a thing. 
Now spending this time with them 
and getting that month is some-
thing I look forward to.” 
Chrissy Miller can be 
reached 581-2812 
or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
Students anticipate winter break, holidays with family
By Angelica Cataldo 
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
As students prepare for their fi-
nal exams and papers, advanced 
theatre arts students in the direct-
ing and scene design classes are 
preparing for four one-act plays as 
part of their final project for class.
The plays will be performed 2 
p.m. Saturday in the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center’s Black Box Theatre.
T h e  s h o w s  b e i n g  p r e s e n t -
ed are Eric Lane’s “Faith,” Anna 
G o r i s c h’s  “ T h e  I n d i v i d u a l i -
ty of Streetlamps,” Glenn Alter-
man’s “After” and David Howard’s 
“Electric Roses.”
Studen t  Di re c to r s  Amanda 
Aguilar, Elizabeth Phillips, Marisa 
Foglia and Alison Conroy, in col-
l aborat ion wi th  scene  des ign-
ers and theater arts majors Holly 
Allen, Liz Allen, Deja Dade and 
Teri Sturdyvin prepared four short 
plays complete with different ac-
tors, sets, lights and scripts. 
The directing students came 
f rom thea t e r  p ro f e s so r  Kev in 
Doolen’s class and the scene de-
sign students came from theater 
professor Nick Shaw’s class. 
“It’s  def inite ly  a  chal lenge,” 
Aguilar said. “You have to work 
with everyone to express  what 
your vision is.”
Phillips, a theater arts major, 
said one of the biggest challeng-
es when working with others was 
finding a way to describe what she 
wanted.
“You use a lot of metaphors and 
pictures,” Phillips said. “(Allen) 
gave me a lot of ideas and at one 
point I forcefully had to change 
my vision at the last minute so 
that every element worked togeth-
er.”
Phillips said her play “The In-
dividuality of Streetlamps” had a 
simple set, but a lot of work and 
planning went into making sure 
the set reflected the script appro-
priately.
Aguilar, Phillips, Foglia and Al-
ison spent time carefully picking 
everything out, from the scripts to 
their shows from play books, and 
had all of three weeks to hold au-
ditions, cast their actors and get 
together with scene design stu-
dents to map out stage lighting 
and sets. 
The plays range from serious 
dramas to dark comedies. Each 
actor said the shows they picked 
were unique to them, ones where 
they  could  connect  wi th  each 
character and the situations they 
faced.
Aguilar, a theater arts and com-
munications disorders sciences 
major, said her show, ‘Faith” cov-
ered heavy topics regarding reli-
gion, in which she recruited Phil-
lip’s help to make her production 
authentic and realistic.
Foglia, a theater arts and edu-
cation major, described her show 
“After” as a dark comedy with re-
latable characters.
Aguilar, Foglia and Phillips said 
the biggest challenge in finding a 
show was finding written charac-
ters who were both dynamic and 
relatable. 
Aguilar, Phillips and Foglia all 
started out as actors in the theater 
department but only Aguilar had 
experience directing when she was 
active in high school theater.
A l l  th re e  s a id  be ing  a c to r s 
themselves helped them work well 
and be more understanding with 
their own actors.
“It’s surprising how much you 
learn about acting from a direct-
ing class,” Philips said.
Each  con t empora r y  p l ay  i s 
about one act long and contains 
no more than three actors. Each 
director did their own advertise-
ment for auditions and coinci-
dently casted some of the same 
actors for different roles in each 
play.
Al l  the directors  made their 
own rehearsal schedule, making 
sure time did not overlap with one 
another because they shared ac-
tors.
“Your show grows with the ac-
tors,” Aguilar said.
Fogl ia  sa id  one  of  her  fear s 
about  the  project  was  not  be-
ing able to find the right actors 
or enough actors for her script. 
However, she also said after au-
ditions those fears went away be-
cause her auditions went well.
Student  actors  Cul len Scur-
lock, Autumn Frykholm, Blake 
Richardson, Danny Becker, Or-
lena Stapleton and Jessica Knell 
were all casted to be part of the 
four plays.
After casting their productions, 
each director put together a direc-
tor’s manual and began mapping 
out their individual image of their 
chosen script.
“You never want to put things 
in the script that weren’t meant to 
be there,” Foglia said. “A lot of the 
creative liberties came from my 
actors. They do things in a differ-
ent way that I didn’t even think 
about.” 
Thursday night marked their 
official tech rehearsal day for the 
show.
Al l  four  shows  wi l l  be  per -
formed back-to-back. The show 
is free to attend and open to the 
public. 
Disclosure: Marisa Foglia is  a 
staff member of The Daily Eastern 
News
Angelica Cataldo can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or amcataldo@eiu.edu.
Students present one-act play before finals week
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Sean Hastings
Abbey Whittington
Get On It, Billy
Sean Says: Be gracious to your sisters
Slut shaming
unfairly casts 
judgement 
on women
So lemme tell you this. I love my sisters, but they 
are kind of messing up my second semester and we 
have not even started that yet. The problem is that 
they are about to turn 16 and think they need a car, 
and unfortunately my parents are on their side. 
I was able to bring one of the family cars to 
school this year, and since it is a family car I cannot 
really say “let me take my car back to school.” But 
I want to say that, and I will. It just will not do any 
good for me. 
We have three cars for my family. We have a min-
ivan, a Honda Accord and a Toyota Camry, which is 
the car I have at school. 
The reason why my sisters will “need” a car next 
semester is because they both are heavily involved in 
sports and my mom and dad both work. Right now 
it works out because my parents both take a car to 
work and mom drops off my sisters Tara and Erin at 
school everyday on her way out. 
But it also puts the pressure on my mom and dad 
because more often than not, they have to pick up 
Tara from basketball practice or after a game and 
have to drive my sister 25 minutes away to club vol-
leyball. I see where you are coming from, Mom and 
Dad. 
I will tell you that having a car at school is a great 
luxury and privilege my parents gave me for the first 
semester. Mom and Dad: I am really glad you trust-
ed a college kid to take the family car to a college 
campus. You guys are great. 
Just trying to suck up a little bit here because I 
know they will read this. 
I knew when I took the car to school this semes-
ter that the possibility existed that I will not be able 
to take it back second semester because Tara and 
Erin turn 16 over Christmas break. 
And my sisters are dead-set on taking one to 
school. At first I thought I was good to go for the 
spring semester because I heard since my high 
school and half of another high school merged, only 
juniors and seniors would be able to drive to school. 
I do not know what happened over the course of 
the semester, but my sisters were granted permission 
to drive to school because there are parking spots left 
open. 
And since they will be driving to school next se-
mester, that means the car I have here, the third car, 
will need to be home because otherwise my mom 
will have to drive my dad to the train at 5 am every-
day. C’mon mom, early bird gets the worm. 
Joking. There is no way I would be able to do 
that and then have to go to work myself…no thank 
you. So mom, I am doing this for you. 
This car at school has made my life so much easi-
er with making trips to Wal-Mart, road trips to cov-
er the football games at ISU and Southeast Missouri 
or the occasional great trip to Buffalo Wild Wings. 
Having a car at school is a privilege, not a man-
datory thing. So if you get a chance to do some-
thing, even it is for a limited time, appreciate that 
you were given the opportunity, especially if it is a 
car to take to college. 
And if your sisters come at you saying they need 
the car, hear what they have to say and understand 
they need it more than you, but do not go down 
without a fight and take that car back to where it 
belongs. 
Sean Hastings is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
smhastings@eiu.edu.
For some reason people keep finding them-
selves in situations where they feel the need to de-
fine human worth based on numbers, more spe-
cifically to women with a “body count” or the 
number of people they have had sex with.
Slut shaming is targeted towards women and 
pegs them in many derogatory ways for being 
“immoral” or “unladylike” if they do not follow 
the traditional sexual expectations.
Since what seems to be the beginning of time, 
women have been pressured to meet the impos-
sible expectations of not being a “prude,” but not 
being too openly sexual or flirty.
Women are constantly pressured into having 
sex, but as soon as they have done it or have lost 
their virginity, which is arguably another social 
construct, they feel the blade of the double end-
ed sword; in this case, the idea that you cannot 
have a sexuality, but you also cannot stay a vir-
gin forever.
In addition, men do not have to follow these 
same expectations because every sexual encoun-
ter they have usually ends with a high five, while 
women’s experiences usually end with feelings of 
regret because they are held to different, unfair 
standards.
A question often posed in the discussion of 
slut shaming towards women is how we identify 
men who also have a lot of intercourse, usually to 
see if there is a double standard, and the answer is 
simple. Both men and women who have sex a lot 
are just people.
To give a title to people who are “promiscu-
ous” is an attempt to take away their sexual free-
doms, and those freedoms are no one else’s busi-
ness except for the people involved.
Many also try to make justifications for calling 
someone a slut if they cheat on someone in a rela-
tionship or have an STI or STD, and while these 
things are not OK, this just makes these individ-
uals bad, irresponsible people rather than sluts.
We might have kept some traditions over the 
years, but it is almost 2017, so we can all stop 
pretending people do not have sex with more 
than one person in their entire lives.
If you prefer to stick with the traditional ex-
pectations that is your choice, but you should 
not use this decision to ridicule others and make 
yourself feel superior.
Slut shaming is also a form of victim blaming 
to those who are survivors of sexual assault. There 
have been several sexual assault cases where the 
survivors are asked why they wore a certain outfit 
or if they “instigated” an assault, and this contrib-
utes to people not feeling comfortable enough to 
move forward and potentially report this crime.
It is a shame that this form of victim blaming 
happens because when survivors who fear mov-
ing forward, whether it is through reporting the 
assault to the police, going to a specialized coun-
seling center or simply telling a friend or fami-
ly member, seeing another case of sexual assault 
where there is victim blaming may cause them to 
never get passed what happened to them.
It is really important to think about and an-
alyze the way words can unfairly define people.
Abbey Whittington is a sophomore journal-
ism major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
anwhittington@eiu.edu.
With finals coming up in less than a week, the 
college atmosphere has become more stressful as stu-
dents cram to do their best on their last assessments 
for courses.
The Daily Eastern News believes students should 
take advantage of all the resources around campus 
and keep up with their health to help students re-
lieve stress during this time.
Booth Library and the Human Service Center, 
specifically the counseling center, have several re-
sources for finals including destressing programs, 
places to study and fun activities.
The library is a great, quiet environment where 
students can be comfortable, stay focused and ready 
themselves for the week ahead of them.
The Counseling Center is also a great resource for 
those who are feeling overwhelmed to go and talk to 
someone to manage their stress and anxiety.
While it is important for students to study hard 
during their last week, it is essential for them to get 
an adequate amount of sleep, eat breakfast and to 
take a breather when their nose is not deep in a text 
book.
Doing these things will only benefit students be-
cause when they get more sleep and eat breakfast, 
they tend to be better test takers.
If students stay up all night studying there is also 
the chance of them falling asleep while they are pre-
paring themselves, and they do not want to take the 
chance of missing the final because they crammed 
the night before.
Not eating breakfast can also be a distraction be-
cause instead of thinking about the course material, 
you will be thinking about your growling stomach 
and what bagels Java has left. And of course, break-
fast is the most important meal of the day.
Preparing yourself for the stressful week and 
managing your time well will make finals go 
smoothly so that instead of procrastinating, you can 
fit in a nap or a cup of coffee to keep your sanity.
It is OK to strive for the best possible grade, but 
it is not OK to compromise your mental and phys-
ical health.
The News wishes everyone good luck and happy 
studying during finals week.
Stay healthy, stress free during finals week
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Important Dates 
to Remember 
Electronic Writing Portfolio Due DEC. 
16
DEC. 
17
DEC. 
19
DEC. 
22
JAN.
03
JAN.
04
JAN.
09
Deadline to return textbooks with NO
Commencement  10 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Grades Due by 4 p.m.
Term Closes
LAST Day LATE Textbooks will be accepted WITH pay-
First Tuition payment due
Term opens
Deadline to clear record or lose spring classes
First day of class
GR APHIC BY ANGELIC A C ATALDO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
“We can talk about moving timelines 
up, but we have to look at things on the 
academic side of the house because they 
are moving through the hands of current 
students, and I know there is stress on 
the advising staff in some of the depart-
ments,” she said. 
This is especially the case when New 
Student Programs does not have as many 
staff members, Moock said.
 “It’s going to take some technology 
support and it’s going to take some com-
mitment from other departments to have 
those things in place,” Moock said.
Workgroup Chair Jody Stone said 
staffing and technology issues should not 
limit the university’s efforts at making 
students the number priority. 
 “Some people have their priorities 
mixed up in terms of, if you have stu-
dents that need advising to get regis-
tered for classes whether it’s a traditional 
or transfer student, how do we help that 
student during that process sooner rath-
er than later?” Stone said. “Then worry 
about other aspects of our positions down 
the road.”
Norman said the articulation process 
and updating the Degree Audit Report 
Systems software must be corrected be-
fore early registration and orientation can 
be fixed. 
Articulation is the process of analyz-
ing credits that transfer students earned 
from their previous colleges and then de-
termining how those credits line up with 
Eastern’s academic catalog.  
DARS is how students show the 
amount of credits earned, what gradua-
tion requirements they have met or they 
still need to complete and show all of the 
grades they have earned. 
Pearson said the system and the artic-
ulation are slowed down due to lack of 
staffing, which harms the transfer stu-
dents Eastern already has, stopping po-
tential students from attending.
 “Articulation and evaluation is so im-
portant and that’s part of this issue we are 
talking about, is that timelessness to get 
that degree audit,” Pearson said. “Some 
schools, as soon as (students are) admit-
ted within two day they already have their 
evaluation of credits available for them to 
view. We can’t turn it around because we 
don’t have the people or staff to do that.”
To improve the transfer student ex-
perience, providing more staffing for the 
registrar’s office and Office of New Stu-
dent Programs was recommended.
“It’s very connected for transfer stu-
dents to have correct and timely articu-
lation. It’s a recruitment strategy,” Pear-
son said. 
She said an academic adviser cannot 
accurately advise students without up-
dates to DARS reports.
Kalyn Hayslett can reached at 
581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu 
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The Workgroup members all reviewed 
what the trend for enrollment was, but 
Schumacher said enrollment was not the 
only data they used.
“We used the totality of what we 
learned,” she said. “I don’t know there’s 
one magic statistic that anybody focused 
solely on to come up with their recom-
mendation.”
Rich said the group had a list of 12 or 
13 data sources they were able to use in 
the process. Other sources used were ad-
missions data, such as what admitted stu-
dents said they were interested in, de-
mand for a particular program and enroll-
ment data and profit-loss sheets.
Though Schumacher self-identifies as 
a “numbers person,” she said she did not 
look “really hard” at the profit-loss sheets.
“You can’t boil it down to ‘it makes 
money, it doesn’t make money,” Schum-
acher said.
Murray said these sheets were only one 
part of what they looked at, though they 
were looking at what to do financially.
“It’s one component of the bigger pic-
ture,” he said.
Rich said when she was looking at the 
recommendations; she was more interest-
ed in student credit hours produced.
“That shows students are enrolling in 
their classes,” she said.
Rich knows people wanted the group 
to have discussions and make decisions 
in front of “everyone,” but she said that is 
not what they were charged to do.
She acknowledged that there are peo-
ple who are anxious about this process, 
but departments already have a good idea 
of what their status is.
“They know if they only have six stu-
dents enrolled in their major,” she said. 
“We’re not creating any of that data.”
Rich said the group took that data, 
and based it on their own experiences 
they found from their individual work.
Murray said anxiety is natural when 
going through a process like the vitaliza-
tion project.
“Obviously, we wouldn’t be having 
these discussions if we weren’t having 
problems with how the university is fund-
ed,” he said.
He said the president is trying to find a 
way to create an enterprise that is efficient 
and cost effective while still providing ed-
ucational opportunities the university has 
historically provided.
“We need to find a way right now to 
survive,” he said. “The discussions going 
on right now wouldn’t even have been 
conceived of ten years ago. s.”
Some departments the Workgroup 
have talked to have been giving sugges-
tions for how to fix the enrollment and 
other issues they have.
“The programs are not saying cut this 
(other program), they are saying we can 
do this, taking responsibility,” Rich said. 
“People are aware of their fields. The fac-
ulty know what needs to be done.”
Rich said any implication that the 
Workgroup is looking to get rid of any 
courses completely is wrong.
Though programs themselves may 
have low enrollment, they may offer gen-
eral educations courses that many stu-
dents sign up for.
“There’s no way we want educational 
opportunities taken away,” she said. “But 
how do we justify having an academic 
program with five students majoring or 
six or eight majoring in that area- how do 
we justify this expense when the universi-
ty is struggling like it is? These are things 
people thought and say in private no one 
wants to say out loud.”
Murray said the group was only pull-
ing the facts together to recommend what 
should be done.
“I’m sorry some people think we didn’t 
do it the way they wanted us too, but I’m 
happy with how we did it,” Schumacher 
said. “We got no feedback from the head 
of the vitalization project saying we were 
off track. Other groups had the same ap-
proach.”
At an all Task-Force meeting Wednes-
day, Eastern President David Glassman 
said the vice presidents had also been 
asked to give recommendations on pro-
grams and services in their area as well.
“We’re only one source of informa-
tion,” Schumacher said.
At the same meeting, Glassman said 
he will talk to the areas that have been rec-
ommended for eliminations, consolida-
tions or outsourcing.
Workgroup No.7 members also 
reached out to areas they chose for a No.4 
designation and talked to their depart-
ment chairs or others who were designat-
ed to talk to the Workgroup.
Going through the process has been 
“gut-wrenching,” Schumacher said. “We 
know that whatever happens is going to 
directly affect the future of this univer-
sity,” she said. “I long for the good old 
days.” 
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
“He said that it is a cheap option be-
cause it is really staffed by only one unit 
B faculty member, and everybody else are 
from other areas and they have no office 
support at this point,” he said. 
Campbell said Woodley has big ideas 
for the program and understands that en-
rollment for the program is low.
However, Woodley said the program 
gave students of color a reason to stay at 
Eastern. 
“It’s something (students) identify 
with,” Stevens said. 
The program has only six majors. 
Stevens and Campbell also spoke with 
Sally Renaud, the director of the journal-
ism department, and said she was passion-
ate about the program and the successful 
alumni. 
Stevens said during their meeting Ren-
aud said the program is expensive because 
of one-on-one interactions. A maximum 
of 18 students are allowed in a classroom, 
allowing professors to interact with the 
students individually while they are writ-
ing stories. 
Also expensive are the equipment and 
technology, Stevens said.
Stevens said Renaud mentioned that 
the journalism program would be better 
off merging with English, not communi-
cation studies. 
“Her major concern is that with a 
merger they lose control of their curricu-
lum and budgets and the budget is some-
thing that she believed they needed to be 
able to control for the accreditation,” Ste-
vens said. “She felt very strongly that with 
a merger they would lose their accredita-
tion.” 
Campbell said Renaud was adamant 
that 18 was the maximum class size the 
program could have, and professors real-
ly do give students one-on-one attention. 
“(Renaud said) if you want quality stu-
dents that’s what is required to have for 
that program,” Campbell said.
Workgroup chair Cindy Rich said ev-
erybody would say that because they be-
lieve in their programs and are passionate 
about them. 
Mike Murray, director of development 
of the Neal Welcome Center, and Heath-
er Webb, director of the Office of Student 
Standards spoke with Douglas Brandt, a 
physics professor, who spoke on behalf of 
the pre-engineering program.
Murray said Brandt was like every-
one else by supporting both pre engineer-
ing and the engineering co-op programs, 
and said these things go hand in hand but 
there is a distinction. 
Webb said Brandt emphasized that 
there are some students who really want-
ed to study engineering, but to jump right 
into large institutions such of the Univer-
sity of Illinois or Purdue is a rough transi-
tion for them. 
Therefore, Webb said she learned that 
students come to Eastern because of the 
smaller class sizes, the one-on-one instruc-
tion and to get the foundation before 
transferring to a larger institution that of-
fers the full program. 
Murray said this then puts Eastern into 
a feeder category for pre-engineering.
Webb said she questioned if Eastern re-
ally wants to be considered a feeder school 
and that she does not think this is a fit for 
who Eastern wants to be as an institution. 
Rich said that with only six students in 
the program, it is obviously not a position 
Eastern wants to be in. 
They also spoke to Kathlene Shank, 
the chair of the special education depart-
ment, and said she defended the program 
with great passion. 
Webb said Shank said there were 1,500 
unfilled jobs that could have been filled by 
graduates of this program. 
“She really emphasized that this is a 
program in the state of Illinois that real-
ly graduates are going to get out and fill 
some of those programs,” Webb said. 
Webb also said the program has had 
some road blocks but sounds like a prom-
ising program with room to enroll more 
students once they are able to get past the 
road blocks. 
“It really can serve the entire state, not 
just the individuals who are here in this lo-
cal area,” Webb said in response to the fact 
that some of the program is offered on-
line. 
Murray said Shank had to turn away 
six students from the program because 
she was not sure if there would be enough 
support or faculty for them to be able to 
complete the program in a given amount 
of time, because those students had an 
“emergency waiver.” 
Joyce Schumacher, accountant III, said 
Shank needs more resources and mem-
bers agreed, but they also said everybody 
is asking for more resources as well. 
Murray and Webb also spoke to Grant 
Sterling, a philosophy professor represent-
ing the department and program. 
Rich said members were careful and 
cautious just because of the process but 
not secretive. 
“I can’t say I’m happy with what we 
did because I know some people are up-
set but I’m proud of the work that we’ve 
done,” Rich said. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu
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ACROSS
 1 Pot remnant
 6 Pot part
10 Anagram of 
“pots”
14 Magnetic flux 
unit
15 Pot
17 Word from 
the Greek 
for “feigned 
ignorance”
18 Source of the 
word “geyser”
19 Professional 
boxer?
20 One who 
doesn’t need 
fancy wining 
and dining
21 Prestigious 
award or 
flattering 
compliment
23 Talk like a 
pirate, say
24 Things short 
people have?
28 Open-house 
grp.
29 Make more 
powerful
34 Spill over
35 Spa treatment 
favored by rock 
fans?
38 Something no 
one can sing?
39 Senator who 
wrote “Why 
Courage 
Matters” and 
“Hard Call”
40 Sleazeball
41 Cutting edge 
producer
43 Certain tablets
45 Words from the 
speechless
50 “It’s not only 
me who thinks 
this”
53 Fiscal ___
56 Sway with a 
partner
57 BBC ___
58 Serving of ahi
59 Beside
60 Azalea with the 
2014 #1 hit 
“Fancy”
61 Fractions of 
fluid ozs.
62 Off-color
DOWN
 1 Exercise at the 
Y, maybe
 2 Knight in 
shining armor
 3 Solvent
 4 Not follow suit
 5 Process, in 
a way, as 
peanuts
 6 Firenze friend
 7 Sports bar bite
 8 Joyce Kilmer 
poem that 
starts “I think 
that I shall 
never see”
 9 Israeli seaport
10 Informal 
summer wear
11 Word of mock 
fanfare
12 Doing the job
13 Tempo
16 Said something 
in jest
22 One stuck in 
the closet
23 Full-bodied
25 “Deadly” vodka 
cocktail
26 Caesar 
dressing?
27 Hastened
28 Elite group of 
grads
30 N.C.A.A. hoops 
giant
31 Top part of a 
trunk, for short
32 Actress 
Thurman
33 Basic PC 
program
36 Nautical 
nuisance
37 Bright orange 
seafood 
delicacy
42 Settings for 
some Monet 
artwork
44 “What a 
knockout!”
46 One of the Earp 
brothers
47 Ache (for)
48 Take the top off
49 Tries to 
54-Down
50 Freisa d’___ 
(Italian wine)
51 Bullet
52 King ___
54 See 49-Down
55 Square type
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  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
10 Year Price Rollback!  
2BR for 2 = $500. 
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017 
½ Block to Lantz 
1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
FOR PROFESSIONALS, FAMILIES, & STUDENTS
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$222.50/mo 
each person
For appointment 
phone
217-348-7746
820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
Since 1965
Pepsi MidAmerica is hiring for 
sales, management and part time 
merchandisers. To apply call (217) 
342-3401 or apply at pepsimidam-
erica.com
________________________ 1/13
SPENCE'S, DOWNTOWN 
UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATERS FOR 
SALE, WED.-SAT. 1-5P.M.
_______________________ 12/12
Hookah Clearance Sale. Every-
thing must go. Located on the 
square. Indio Cigar Factory. 348-
1514.
_______________________ 12/12
Help wanted
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Colton Yeakley, a freshman business management major, reads off trivia questions about different aspects of campus life 
to Madalynn Gil, a freshman business major, in front of Gil’s autumn tree covered by squirrels and leaves. This is a part 
of the University Foundations showcase in which students design their own project to display for other students in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Grand Ballroom Thurs ay night.
Trivia madness
HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get 
all the latest news and sports info!
FOR FALL 1 & 2 bedroom apart-
ments across from campus, priced 
reasonable 217. 345. 2416 
________________________ 12/9
Fall 2017.  Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1 - 8 
people.  1 - 3 blocks from campus. 
Rent:  $250 - $400 per person. 
www.myeiuhome.com (217) 493-
7559.
_______________________ 12/12
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor 
www.woodrentals.com Price Roll-
backs! Call (217) 345-4489
_______________________ 12/12
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
location, Village Rentals (217) 345-
2516
_______________________ 12/12
6 BEDROOM HOME FOR 2017-18 
SCHOOL YEAR.  GARBAGE AND 
LAWN CARE INCLUDED.  $350 PER 
PERSON PER MONTH.  NEWER AP-
PLIANCES INCLUDING WASHER/
DRYER.  847-921-3180.  $1650 RENT 
REDUCTION WITH EARLY SIGNING!
_______________________ 12/12
Spring and Fall 2017: 1,2,3 & 4 BR 
Apts. As low as $222.50. Close to 
campus. (217) 348-7746 www.
CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 12/12
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse 
call 24 hours for details
_______________________ 12/12
3rd St. Close to campus. 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apartments. Please call or 
text (314) 334-3994. Spring or Fall 
2017
_______________________ 12/12
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 per-
sons needed for 1837 11th Street. 
Close to campus. $300 per person. 
Will negotiate price. Garbage in-
cluded, snow removal. No money 
down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers, pet de-
posit required. Call or text (217) 
728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
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By Mark Shanahan
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The three-game road trip begins for the East-
ern women’s basketball team with a visit to 
Western on Saturday.
Western will be arguably one of the best op-
ponents the Panthers have faced up to this point 
in the season.
The Leathernecks are 7-3 this season with a 
perfect 4-0 record at home. Eastern is 4-6 and 
on a four-game losing streak after losing to 
Cleveland State on Wednesday.
Eastern coach Debbie Black called the next 
three games against Western, New Mexico and 
Cincinnati some of the toughest games on the 
schedule. 
“The next three games are probably going to 
be the toughest on our schedule; it doesn’t get 
easier from here,” Black said. “Western Illinois 
— they’re a very confident team, they’re feisty 
and they play hard. If we’re not ready to start 
this game, it will not be pretty.”
Western is on a two-game winning streak af-
ter a huge 118-40 win over Graceland Universi-
ty. Although it was a lesser opponent, the Leath-
ernecks had five players in double-figures led by 
Emily Clemens with 23 points and 11 assists, 
followed by Morgan Blumer (18), Taylor Hig-
ginbotham (15), Taylor Hanneman (13) and 
Olivia Kaufmann (12). 
The most impressive stat for Western was the 
63 rebounds the Leathernecks had in the game. 
This tied for the third all-time in program histo-
ry for rebounds in a single game.
Western also tied for fourth in program histo-
ry with its 33 team assists.
Black said after the loss on Wednesday she 
thought her defense played well but did not get 
the rebounds when they needed them. 
“If there is a positive I can take out of this, 
I think our defense was good except for when 
you defend, you have to finish off with those re-
bounds, and I think (Cleveland State) got those 
rebounds exactly when we didn’t need them to 
get the rebound, and that really kills you,” Black 
said.
After starting off the year 4-2, Eastern has 
fallen off track. Black said they need to jump 
out in front against Western to avoid extending 
this losing streak.
“Hopefully we’re ready to jump out there and 
start playing our brand of basketball,” Black 
said. “We kind of lost a step, and I thought we 
started out the season well, and we just don’t 
want to make this a spiraling down effect.”
Missed layups are a thing that Black said they 
need to do better because it is the little things 
that could hurt you. 
The game is set to start at 4:30 p.m. Saturday 
at Western.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Women’s basketball team begins tough stretch
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior guard Grace Lennox defends against a Cleveland State’s Khayla Livingston Wednesday in Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost 66-56, and Len-
nox led the Panthers with 15 points.
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men’s and women’s track and field teams 
come into the 2016-17 indoor season with a 
men’s Ohio Valley Conference Indoor title and 
a second-place OVC finish for the women from 
last season.
The team will be stacked with nine returning 
All-OVC honorees.
Returning for the men will be juniors Riley 
Kittridge, John Piper and Jamal Robinson and 
seniors Riley McInerney and Paxson Menard. 
Honorees returning for the women are soph-
omore Jocelyne Mendoza, junior Haleigh 
Knapp, senior Bryn Buckwalter and redshirt se-
nior Dhiaa Dean.
 Kittridge had Eastern’s highest result in the 
weight throw last season with his highest throw 
of 52 feet, 8.75 inches at the EIU Early Bird. 
Kittridge also had the furthest shotput throw 
for Eastern with the highest throw of 57 feet, 
.25 inches coming at the OVC championships.
Piper was the top 60-meter hurdler for East-
ern with a time of 8.4 seconds at the Illini Clas-
sic in January.
Robinson finished last year as Eastern’s fast-
est 200-meter dash runner. His top time was 
21.69 seconds at the OVC championships.
McInerney was Eastern’s top runner in the 
mile and the 3,000-meter run.
He ran the top mile in 4 minutes, 11.61 sec-
onds and the top 3,000-meter run in 8:16.94.
Menard ran Eastern’s fastest 5,000-meter run 
with a time of 14:39.63.
Knapp set a school record in high jump last 
season with a 5 feet, 11.25 inch result. Dean 
ran the fastest 400-meter dash time for Eastern 
at 58.36 seconds and the fastest 600-meter dash 
time at 1:32.91.
Buckwalter threw the shotput 42 feet, 11 
inches at the OVC championship, placing her 
as the top thrower for Eastern.
She had the team’s second-furthest weight 
throw at 55 feet, 11.75 inches. 
Eastern recruited two athletes for the men’s 
team this year as well. Freshmen Marcus Skin-
ner and Colton Yeakley will compete as a dis-
tance runner and thrower, respectively. 
Skinner also ran for Eastern’s cross-country 
team this year and participated in track and 
cross country in high school.
As a high school senior, he advanced to the 
Illinois High School Association Class 1A State 
Championships in three events and was a mem-
ber of a 4x800-meter relay team that placed 
second in state.
Yeatley placed sixth in the IHSA Class 1A 
State Championships as a senior at Arthur-Lov-
ington-Atwood-Hammond High School and 
was the runner-up in discus and shotput.
Additional newcomers to the men’s team are 
freshmen Wylie Anderson, Bryce Billings, Ray-
mond Crittenden, Austin Earp, Justin Hall, Ty-
ler Lay, Logan Peters, Zach Phillips, Nick Phil-
lips, Bradley Phillips and Raul Rosendo. 
The women’s team will have an additional 
seven members from the freshman class with 
freshmen Mendoza, Sadie Elliott, Billi Fox, 
Maddy Gil, Sophia Keith, Abby Nicholson and 
Shannan Supan.
The 2016-17 indoor season kicks off with 
a home opener on Friday at the Lantz Field-
house.
Kaitlin Cordes can be
reached at 581-2812
or krcordes@eiu.edu. 
Eastern stacked with veterans, newcomers
Eastern’s top two scoring centers, Pat Mul-
doon and Dama, fouled out early in the sec-
ond half. Losing two big men in a game last year 
would have resulted in the season-long struggle 
of losing the rebound battle while forcing bad 
shots; but this year, the depth prevails. 
The turning point of this team’s season came 
when Aboubacar Diallo checked into the game 
to replace Muldoon and Dama, and he snagged 
14 rebounds off the bench to keep Eastern go-
ing. 
Adding to that, sophomore Casey Teson and 
junior Ray Crossland combined for 23 of the 
Panthers’ 31 points off the bench to prove that 
this offense does not start and stop through one 
player. 
That 14-point victory did more than just give 
Eastern its first road win of the season; it showed 
what could be in store for this dynamic offense.
The Panthers’ depth and early success is not 
only making last year’s early postseason exit 
seem distant, but is setting the team up well for 
a conference slate that is never easy to overcome. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
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By Maher Kawash
Men’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Gentle tears filled Demetrius 
McReynolds’ eyes as he answered 
questions in a defeated voice follow-
ing a first-round exit to Murray State 
in the Ohio Valley Conference men’s 
basketball tournament last year.
It was a bad loss all around, as 
Eastern struggled mightily with con-
stant turnovers, while the offense be-
came stagnant and one-dimensional.
Nearly nine months later, one-di-
mensional is no longer a worry for 
the Panthers with four starters back 
along with three game-changing ju-
nior college transfers joining the 
team. 
Junior Muusa Dama is one of the 
three transfers, and his slamming fin-
ish to co-transfer Montell Goodwin’s 
alley-oop pass against Bradley was 
enough to show the athletic talent 
separating this year’s team from last.
The basic style of play Eastern 
coach Jay Spoonhour has followed in 
past years is out the window.
McReynolds returns with those 
tournament struggles in the rear-
view mirror, as the senior has scored 
double-digit points in all but two 
games this season.  
With the returning experience 
molding with the newfound athleti-
cism, this year has already been a dif-
ferent story, and the team’s perfor-
mance against the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago was another exam-
ple of that. 
The Panthers used their depth to 
win the rebound battle 46-37, while 
the guards led Eastern to shooting 
54 percent beyond the three-point 
line and nearly 45 percent from the 
rest of the field. 
This Eastern team is no longer re-
lying on one source to score all its 
points as it did through leading scor-
er Trae Anderson last season. 
It is no longer relying on junior 
guard Cornell Johnston to play near-
ly every minute of the game while 
trying to do it all for the Panthers’ 
offense.
Instead, balance has led to har-
mony for a team that has scored 70 
points in all but two of its games, as 
well as more than 90 in two of its 
first eight. 
The high-scoring offense is always 
nice, but what also stands out is the 
difference in scoring margin for East-
ern this season.
The Panthers had a -2.4 scoring 
margin a year ago opposed to beat-
ing their opponents by a little more 
than eight points per game.
Sunday’s 90-point performance 
against UIC was led by four Pan-
thers scoring in double-digits, even 
though their big men struggled in 
foul trouble.
Eastern  
improved 
from 1 
year ago
Maher Kawash
OPINION
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior guard Montell Goodwin dribbles down court during the Panthers’ 87-83 overtime loss to Bradley Nov. 29. Western will host the Panthers Saturday 
in a game that will determine which team will win the “Old Railsplitter” trophy.
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Each year, the Panthers and Leath-
ernecks play for the “Old Railsplitter” 
trophy after playing in a home-and-
home series.
The Panthers hosted Western Nov. 
19 and came away with a 73-64 win. 
Only one of the games between the 
two teams counts for the Old Rail-
splitter trophy.
The Old Railsplitter is a heavy ax 
on a large plaque that weighs over 
30 lbs., meant to tie the two Land of 
Lincoln schools to Abe Lincoln and 
his nickname of the ‘Railsplitter.’ 
Western will host Eastern Saturday 
as the two teams will play for the tro-
phy before heading separate ways to 
play in their conferences in just a few 
days. 
Eastern has shown signs of a great 
team and have also struggled at times, 
and Wednesday night, Eastern just 
happened to run into a good shooter 
and it knocked them down. 
There are times when an alley-oop 
lob from junior Montell Goodwin to 
junior Muusa Dama for the dunk or 
a behind the back pass save on the 
baseline from junior Ray Crossland to 
sophomore Patrick Muldoon for the 
layup look easy, but there are times 
when the Panthers end up firing up 
shots too early in the shot clock that 
lead to the opposing team taking off 
the other way. 
The team chemistry is definitely 
there as junior Cornell Johnston and 
sophomore Casey Teson have both 
said. 
After a big win over Illinois-Chica-
go and the tough loss against North-
ern Kentucky, a game against West-
ern, a team Eastern has already beat 
will be a good chance to get the 
chemistry back. 
Western is 2-6 on the year and has 
lost its last three games to Chicago 
State, American University and Mi-
ami of Ohio. 
Despite the struggles Western has 
had, it still has a couple of players that 
could make an impact in the game 
against Eastern. 
Garret Covington has averaged 
23.2 points per game this year, but 
turning the ball over is something that 
Covington does quite often, which 
falls into something the Panthers are 
good at: forcing turnovers. 
Covington scored 22 points the last 
time against the Panthers and also had 
six turnovers.
Eastern scored 33 points off of 
Western’s 21 turnovers in the game. 
Eastern won the battle down low as 
well scoring 28 points in the paint but 
were outrebounded 34-32.
Eastern used two consistent halves 
to pull away in the first matchup of 
the season, scoring 35 points in the 
first half and 38 in the second. 
Senior Demetrius McReynolds, 
Goodwin, Johnston, Dama and Ray 
Crossland all scored in double figures 
Nov. 19 against the Leathernecks. 
Slowly but surely, Eastern is finding 
a groove with its new members on the 
team, and as long as it comes togeth-
er by New Year’s Eve’s OVC opener, 
Eastern should be fine. 
Coach Jay Spoonhour has stressed 
the importance of playing a “sound” 
game and not just settling for the 
turnover and a layup at the other end.
Johnston has mentioned times of 
Eastern trying to do too much too 
quick and not letting the play come 
to them.
Eastern and Western will tip off at 
2 p.m. Saturday. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Panthers, Leathernecks battle for trophy
Track, field indoor season to begin Friday
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior Michael Mest runs the mile at the John Craft Invitational on Jan. 23, 
2016, in Lantz Field House.
By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
As the first semester is ending, 
the start of Eastern’s 2016-17 in-
door track and field season is just 
beginning.
Eastern is anxious to get back 
to competing against other schools 
and will get its first chance Friday.
 Eastern will host its annual pre-
holiday Early Bird Meet in the 
Lantz Fieldhouse.
The meet will start with field 
events beginning at 2 p.m. and 
running events starting at approx-
imately 4 p.m.
The schools that are competing 
include Eastern, Western, Illinois 
State and Indiana State. 
Eastern is looking forward to 
keeping where they left off last 
year, when the Panthers won the 
men’s Ohio Valley Conference In-
door Championship as well as the 
women finishing in second place in 
the OVC Indoor Championship.
Having many returning veterans 
and a total of nine All-OVC ath-
letes, as well as promising incom-
ing freshman, Eastern should have 
another great indoor track and 
field year.
For many seniors, this will be 
their last EIU Early Bird Meet, like 
senior runner Riley McInerney.
“I am excited to get back out 
there for my senior season of track 
and compete after a long cross-
country season,” McInerney said.
The returning All-Conference 
male athletes include senior throw-
er Riley Kittridge, McInerney, se-
nior 5,000-meter runner Paxson 
Menard, senior 55-meter hurdler 
John Piper and senior 200-meter 
runner Jamal Robinson.
The returning All-Conference 
female  a th le tes  inc lude senior 
thrower Bryn Buckwalter, junior 
high jumper Haleigh Knapp and 
sophomore distance medley relay 
runner Jocelyne Mendoza.
As for the coaching staff, they 
are looking forward to repeating 
success as a Team.
Eastern’s director of track and 
field, Tom Akers, was also named 
the Men’s OVC Coach of the Year 
for the 2015-16 indoor track and 
field season.  
Looking ahead, the next meet af-
ter the EIU Early Bird will be at 
the Illinois Winter Invite held Jan. 
13-14.
Alex Hartman can be
reached at 581-2812
or aihartman@eiu.edu.
